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CREATIVE RESEARCH:
SHORT STORIES BY FLANNERY
O’CONNOR:

O’Connor’s stories helped me to better
understand the time period and the setting
of my stories including racial tensions and
the Southern accent.

HOTLY IN PURSUIT OF THE REAL
BY RON HANSEN:

Hansen’s book helped me in learning how
to write thoughtfully about the past as a
Christian.

SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT:

For this project, I used my grandparents’ journals to write stories loosely based on their
lives. Through this project I challenged myself to write a different genre than I typically
write and with which I am not as comfortable: historical fiction. The stories take place
in small town Texas in the 40s and 50s. I introduced and concluded each story in the
present: in scenes drawn from interactions between my grandparents, myself, and my
siblings in the last decade. In addition to retelling some of my grandparents’ stories, my
aim in these stories was to explore the effects of dementia on my grandparents,
specifically thinking about what happens to a story when the person who lived it has
forgotten it. In writing these stories, I have taken upon the task of telling the “forgotten”
stories so they may continue to live.

GOALS OF THE PROJECT:
1. To expand my skill of writing natural,
believable dialogue to include
specifically writing dialogue that uses
the Southern accent.
2. To transitions smoothly into having a
character tell a story and learn to have a
character be the storyteller rather than
me without it feeling dull or awkward.
3. To learn to write historical fiction and
how to write a story in a world that
already has set, unchangeable facts
rather than writing a story in a world
that I myself created and can
manipulate.

CHARACTERS:

BEFORE WE GET STARTED BY
BRET LOTT:

Lott’s essays allowed me to pause and
consider why I think these stories need to be
told: to honor my grandparents and as a way
of remembering them.

SETTING:

THE ART OF MEMOIR BY MARY
KARR:

My grandparents, Gordon Hair and Virginia
“Cissiy” Henson Hair. The stories focusing on
Cissy mainly take place in her late teens and early
twenties. The stories about Gordon take place
throughout his life: at 10, 15, and in his twenties.
The introductions and the conclusions of the stories
feature my grandparents in more recent years.

Karr’s essays taught me to add emotional
fuel to my descriptions, which greatly
improved the introductions and conclusions
of my stories

THE WAYWARD BUS BY JOHN
STEINBECK:

VERNON
WICHITA FALLS
IOWA PARK

The stories are all centered around adventures
my grandparents had with their closest
friends: Hill, Carol, Peggy, Jerry, and Don.
(These are not the real names of these people.
Their names have been fictionalized for the
purposes of these stories).

Steinbeck’s book showed me important
details from the time period like clothing,
how they made phone calls, and certain
sayings.

A page from Cissy’s
journal

From left to right: Gordon, my
mom, Cissy, Hill, Jerry and
Hill’s daughter, Jerry
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